[Nutritional status in children under 6 years of age and its relation to malaria and intestinal parasitism].
In order to determine the prevalence of the nutritional situation in children under six years of age and to study the relation with malaria and intestinal parasitism an epidemiological study of a cross sectional was carried out in Cordoba locality, Buenaventura Municipality in the Colombian Pacific Coast. One hundred and twenty eight children were studied to whom a questionnaire, a thick smear examination, and a serological test through the indirect immunofluorescence reaction was practiced. Coproparasitoscopic examination were also done in addition to medical and clinical anthropometric examinations, the latter consisting of the measurements of weight and height. The results of this investigation showed a prevalence of the nutritional state, according to Waterlow classification, of 0.81 percent, 17 percent and 2 percent for the first, second and third degree of malnutrition respectively. Instead, according to the Gómez classification it was 49 percent, 14 percent and 2 percent for the slight, moderate and severe degrees of malnutrition. When the geometric mean of the antibody titles for P. falciparum and for P. vivax were compared, using the methodology of the Waterlow classification, statistical associations were discovered and it was found that the geometric mean for P. falciparum were higher in those children that didn't have any malnutrition. Nevertheless, the geometric mean for P. vivax was higher for those children with a certain degree of malnutrition. Nevertheless, when the intensity of infection of the intestinal helminths, the quality of the dwelling and the breast-fed time duration were compared, no significant differences were detected, therefore we believe it convenient to keep on with this type of investigation, specially with those longitudinal-type studies so as to detect causal association in the relation nutrition/malaria.